
A BIBLICAL VIEW OF WORK 
 

We do not make it very far into the Bible before we encounter the topic of work. 
Work is a part of God’s plan for the people he created:  

 
Then God said, "Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us. They will 
reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild animals 
on the earth, and the small animals that scurry along the ground." (Genesis 1:26 
NLT) 
 
Notice this phrase: “They will reign.” Humans are made in the image of God, and 

God has commissioned us to reign over the earth for God. In ancient times, it would be 
common for a king to establish a vice-regent to represent him in a particular part of the 
kingdom. The vice-regent would reign over that portion of the kingdom in the name of 
the king himself. Something similar is happening here. God places his people on earth to 
govern it for Him. 

 
This is very different from other ancient stories of creation. In ancient Babylon, for 

example, they taught that the gods created humans, but as slaves instead of royalty. 
According to the Babylonian myths, humans were forced to dig trenches for the gods and 
serve them food. This was the point of their existence.  

 
With God, our work is that of royalty. In other religions, our work is that of slavery. 

Which view of work do you have? A Biblical one, or a Babylonian one? 
 
When we work in any capacity, we are fulfilling our creational mandate: to reign 

over the earth. Whether you’re a truck driver, a waitress, an artist, a parent, a teacher, or 
a doctor, you are contributing to the functioning and flourishing of God’s creation and 
people. This is no insignificant thing. You are God’s vice-regent. This is God’s world, and 
we represent him here. Our work is inseparable from that calling. 

 
 


