
FINDING GOD IN THE WORKPLACE 
 

It might be difficult for you to locate the presence of God within the work that you 
do, especially in your day job. Whether you think it’s true or not, the eight hours a day 
you spend at work can feel godforsaken. How do we uncover God’s presence in places 
like that? 

 
In Genesis 20, Abraham and his wife Sarah are traveling through a strange, foreign 

land called Gerar. Abraham, scared for his own life, is afraid that when the locals see how 
beautiful his wife is, they’ll kill him and take her. So he lies to them: he says that she’s his 
sister, not his wife. They do take Sarah away, as he predicted, but they let him live (this is 
admittedly not Abraham’s finest hour).  

 
Sarah ends up in the palace of King Abimelech. However, before he lays a hand on 

her, God shows up to him in a dream and tells him that if he touches her, he’s toast. 
Abimelech promptly returns Sarah to Abraham and asks him why he didn’t tell her that 
she was his wife. Abraham’s response is insightful for us: 

 
"Because I thought, surely there is no fear of God in this place, and they will kill me 

because of my wife” (Genesis 20:11 NLT, italics added). 
 
In other words, Abraham came to a place that was strange and scary, and he 

assumed that God was not already there. But Abraham was wrong. God was active and 
alive in Gerar, and the fear of God was in that place—as we see in  Abimelech’s response.  

 
We all have work to do here on earth. Perhaps yours is more difficult than you’d 

prefer. Just remember this: God made you to be his royal representative in the work you 
do and the places you do it. What’s more, God is at work alongside you.  

 
So let’s not make Abraham’s mistake, thinking that God is not alive and active in 

our places of work. Rather, let’s view work as worship: all of the work you do is God’s call 
to represent him for the sake of his kingdom. 

 
 


