
 

Meeting 2.1 
 

  
  

Module 2 outcome: The disciple discerns God’s redemptive work in their past in order 
to establish a life theme. 

  

INTRODUCTION 
Read this out loud together to begin your meeting. 
 
Your past—with all the pain, mistakes, and victories—is what God can use to help you 
understand your unique role in his kingdom. For example, consider the story of Peter. Peter was 
Jesus’ most passionate follower, prone to have moments of brilliance as well as crash-and-burn 
failures. You may know the story of Peter denying that he even knew Jesus, or that time Jesus 
called him “Satan.” Yet, despite these glaring mistakes, Jesus shows Peter how his failures can 
be redeemed. 
 
It happens on a beach near the Sea of Galilee, when Peter and the resurrected Jesus have a 
moment to themselves. Jesus takes this moment to refine Peter’s calling once again: 
 

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” 
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, 
you know all things; you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed 
yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your 
hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 



 

Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he 
said to him, “Follow me!” 

 
Scholars have pointed out that Jesus’ repetition of the question three times likely echoes Peter’s 
three denials of Jesus. Perhaps this was why Peter was hurt after the third question: he knew 
what Jesus was really talking about.  
 
But notice that it’s that moment of sadness where the healing for Peter could begin. It’s as 
though Jesus is saying to Peter, “These awful things have happened, yes. But that doesn’t mean 
we’re through. In fact, because of your failures, you will actually glorify me more than you could 
have before.”  
 
Do you believe that God can redeem the pain, heartache, and mistakes in your past? If you’re 
willing to be open and honest, vulnerable and willing, he will.  
 
By the end of this interaction with Jesus, Peter had been reinstated. He had a new mission and a 
new sense of purpose. By the end of this module, if you’re willing to do the hard work of being 
vulnerable and diligent in prayer, you will too. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
In this meeting, the discipler will share his or her Timeline and Life Theme with the disciple. 
 
Note: Disciplers, if you have not completed a Timeline and Life Theme, see the resource, 
“Creating Your Timeline.”  Complete your timeline and life theme before this meeting.  
Questions?  Visit the Contact Page for help. 
 
 ASSIGNMENT:  Create your Timeline (instructions located on the Module 2 resource page). 
 


